Newsletter for the Moor Pool Garden Suburb

F

rom the Chair

I should have been spending time over the last
week or so preparing for the Residents
Association’s A.G.M which was scheduled for 30th
January. At that meeting I would, under normal
circumstances, have reported on the many and varied
activities with which we had been involved over the
previous year but alas, most were not possible. It is to
be hoped nevertheless, that the meeting will take place
when conditions allow, because I believe that it is very
important that Members have an opportunity in ‘open
court’ to have their say. One possible topic of debate
would be whether an apostrophe is required in the word
‘Residents’. We are divided on the subject.
The Committee did manage to meet twice before the
first lockdown and once last September but beyond
that, business has usually been conducted via email. In
this connection, it’s right that I should thank other
Committee members for their support, guidance and in
a number of instances, practical help, on a variety of
issues that have arisen. Our financial position remains
healthy and I’m grateful to Mike for his work in
looking after our accounts. His report can be found
elsewhere in The Duck. The Committee will continue
to deal wherever possible, with Residents’ concerns
and I can be contacted via
johnwhealey@blueyonder.co.uk or on 0121 426 2134.
Regular readers of my contribution (and I live in hope
that there are some), will recall that I usually start with
a ramble around the old oak tree next door and a report
about the one-eyed cat and other wildlife. Well, the tree
is still there, preparing itself for another year to add to
the couple of hundred or so that precede it but alas the
one-eyed cat no longer visits. It’s understood that he
has moved to Malvern where no doubt he has already
cemented his reputation as a cat with whom others
should not mess, as he builds his portfolio of new
clients who are prepared to feed him. I once compared
him to Alice’s Cheshire Cat and even now as I look out
of my kitchen window, I can still in my mind’s eye, see
that baleful and fixed stare. He will be missed. The fox
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however remains a regular visitor as do a variety of
small birds, including a flock of goldfinches who have
been regulars for many years.
I wrote at some length in the December Duck about the
state of our grass verges which continue to concern
many people. Some residents have taken action to
prevent encroachment with the use of large rocks and
in some instances with more permanent bollards. When
circumstances permit, I’m hoping that it will be
possible to arrange a meeting at the Hall, when a wide
cross section of opinion can be obtained.
The work of the Covid-19 Help Team in keeping the
community going with provisions, has of course
continued throughout the latest lock down, thanks to
the unstinting work of the volunteers and Mandi, Ballie
and their family in the shop. I know that Jules will
always welcome new volunteers to help with the
delivery of provisions to housebound residents and a
call to 0797 0620415 is all that is necessary. The same
number of course, should be used if anyone needs
assistance.
Christmas celebrations were muted somewhat last year
but I’m told that there was an excellent response to the
various ideas, with areas of the Estate brightly lit and
decorated in imaginative ways.
(Continued on page 3)
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Events and Notices

Publication Dates
Closing Date

Publication Date

So what can’t I do now?

27th March 2021

April 2021

The latest COVID-19 updates from Birmingham City
Council, the latest statistics by ward and what we can or
can’t do under whatever restrictions we are subject to
when this hits your doorstep, can be viewed on our web
site at www.moorpool.com: just follow the covid-19
link on the first page.

29th May 2021

June 2021

24th July 2021

August 2021

25th September 2021

October 2021

20th November 2021

December 2021

Don’t Get in a Flap!

Are you a member of the
Moor Pool Heritage Trust?

If your Duck does not arrive, gets
eaten by the dog, you want an extra
copy or live off the estate, then the
current issue can be downloaded
from www.duck.moorpool.com.

Please send letters and articles for inclusion to
duck@moorpool.com by the closing date.

It costs nothing and will give you a chance to contribute to
the running of the estate. If you have lived on the estate for
over three years you can download further details and a
joining form from:
http://www.moorpoolheritagetrust.co.uk/images/
MPHT_individual_application_for_membership_2017.pdf

Past issues are also available from
www.moorpool.com.

Online Arthritis Action Groups
The cost per dose of Oxford University and AstraZeneca’s
Covid-19 vaccine is just £3. That compares with £25 for
the US’s Moderna vaccine, £15 for the US and Germany’s
Pfizer-BioNTech shot and £7.50 for the jab developed by
Russia’s Gamaleya.

Lockdown Project?
Following a house clearance, I have a quantity of 35mm
slide magazines with storage boxes available, together
with a few photo albums.

Arthritis Action Groups are an
opportunity for people with
arthritis to talk with others and
share their tips on how to
manage their arthritis and stay
active whilst at home, and we
actively welcome new attendees. We discuss a variety of
self-management techniques. Participants will need to
contact us directly for the log in instructions for the
meeting, and we have produced ‘How To’ guides for those
not familiar with using Zoom.
11 Jan 2pm West Midlands Arthritis Action Online Group
Topic: Self-Management for 2021

If anyone can make use of these please contact me
through duck@moorpool.com for details before they go
into recycling.

18th Jan 6pm Midlands & North Evening Online
Arthritis Action Group

After all, sorting your old holiday and family snaps could
be a satisfying and welcome break from banana bread,
box sets and jigsaws.

22 Feb 2pm West Midlands Arthritis Action Online Group

Topic: Self-Management for 2021
Topic: Dealing with Emotions
1st March 6pm Midlands & North Evening Online Arthritis
Action Group
Topic: Dealing with Emotions

Moor Pool Residents’
Association Subscriptions

For joining details see http://www.arthritisaction.org.uk/
media-centre/events

If you usually pay your annual subscription by cash at
coffee mornings or similar events, could we encourage
you to switch to payment by standing order? Or if this is
not possible drop the cash through Maureen’s letter box.
The modest sum of £5 per household helps to pay for
the printing of The Duck and also helps to fund the
Easter and Christmas activities.

NEWS & WINE

If you have not done so already, please consider joining.
There’s a form on the last page with details.

Please support your local shop
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From the Chair

(continued from page 1)

It will have been noted I’m sure that Keir, the City
Council’s Contractor, have been replacing the trees that
were removed last year; a welcome piece of news. I
understand that the Trust will be carrying out another
survey of trees on Trust land during this year.
I was in hospital for a short time over the Christmas
period when I was able to see at first hand the amazing
work being carried out by everyone there. In company
with many of a similar vintage, I have always protected
my independence but in recent times that has not
always been possible and so again, I pay tribute to
friends and neighbours who have helped in so many
ways, including providing transport and the provision
of a Christmas meal, which for many reasons was the
best that I had ever had. My experience of course
continues to be echoed around the Estate and far
beyond by our volunteers and N.H.S. and Critical
Workers, many of whom live here. Happily, I’m able to
report that I’m feeling considerably better and am
already extending my wanderings around the Estate
and beyond.
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I’ve just had my first vaccination and in these uncertain
times it’s difficult to look beyond that and the second
one in April. There’s a temptation to become
Churchillian here which I’ll resist, other than to say that
at the end of all this, in what ever form that is, Moor
Pool will still be the same beautiful place and its
residents I know, will continue to look after each other.
Stay safe and for the immediate future, keep your
distance!
John

Prime Earner!
Elon Musk has become the world's richest person after
Tesla produced consistent profits for the first time in its
18 year history.
The South African-born entrepreneur’s fortune hit $188.5
billion in early January, lifting him to the top spot on the
Bloomberg Billionaires Index, with $1.5 billion more than
Jeff Bezos, the founder of Amazon, who has held the
number one position since 2017.
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Club & Society News
Moorpool Skittles Club

Circle Cinema

Despite all obstacles the Skittles Club
is still here - we may not be able to
play or meet up socially or gather for
a walk in the park, but our hopes
remain high that at some stage we will
be playing again and we all look forward to welcoming
new members and visitors to our amazing alley, a real
piece of history. One that our club members enjoy
showing off, it may be a bit low-tech compared to other
activities but there is always a warm welcome, good
chat and plenty of laughs. Sessions are fairly informal
and certainly no pressure to up the skill levels, there is
a competition element but that’s mainly to keep
everyone’s interest and have something to aim for over
the playing season. All our members have missed our
club evenings and we can only keep hoping, keep
fingers crossed and trust that we haven’t lost the knack!
Wishing everyone a happier 2021 and ‘watch this
space’ for more information. Any queries to
keithwinkley61@gmail.com

Well, still a bit of a mess but at
least the vaccine roll out seems to
be going in the right direction so
light at the end of the proverbial
tunnel perhaps? It’s reassuring to
see the UK for once leading Europe in something other
than the death rate!

Moor Pool Reading Group
The Reading Group is unable to meet
at the moments due to covid-19
restrictions.
We hope we will soon be able to
reconvene and anyone interested in
joining The Moor Pool Reading
Group should contact Gillian Morgan at
gillianmorgan@blueyonder.co.uk for more information.

The Circle Tennis Club
Sadly we are currently unable to
use the courts because of the
lockdown. However, on the
bright side, our new membership
year will start later in the Spring.
We will let you know, via the
website,
www.circletennisclub.net when existing members
can renew and when we are able to accept new
members. Keep watching. In the meantime, if you
have any questions, please contact us at
circletennisclub@gmail.com
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We will, of course, keep things under review but don’t
anticipate opening again until well into 2021.
We will keep everyone updated through our web site,
this publication and our mailing list. If you are not
already on our mailing list and would like to be, please
contact us through the link below. A Happy and Better
New Year to you all.
info@circlecinema.co.uk
www.circlecinema.co.uk

Moor Pool Wildlife Group
The scale of the problems faced by
wildlife is colossal and I often feel
helpless in the face of coming
catastrophe. But maybe a lot of small
contributions can be part of the solution?
So, this year I made a few New Year Resolutions
relating to wildlife and the environment. Here are my
top three:
1. To go peat-free – the peat in our bags of garden
compost comes from moors and wetlands where it is
part of a unique ecosystem and stores large amounts
of carbon from the atmosphere. It takes thousands
of years to form and moments to tip into a pot. To
go on using it is just unsustainable.
2. To stop using chemicals – I want to work with
nature not against it so I’ll be encouraging aphid
predators like ladybirds, creating habitat piles for
amphibians because they eat slugs and snails, and if
a plant gets mildew it’s probably in the wrong place
so I’ll move it rather than spray it.
3. Never again to buy a plant in a black plastic pot –
black plastic is not recyclable and will stay in the
environment forever. Reputable nurseries use
recycled plastic, bamboo or even hairy coir pots so
I’ll search these out.
Will you join me in doing something for wildlife this
year?
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Club & Society News

Did You Know?
DOWN THE PAN. £5bn of taxpayers’ money has been
wasted since April 2017 due to “bungled” transport
projects, IT improvements and preparations for Brexit.
The write-offs include £2.8m on antivirus software that
was not compatible with computers.
COOOO! A lost racing pigeon named Joe, after Joe Biden,
took a wrong turn during a competition in America and
appeared about 9,000 miles away in Melbourne.
MEASURING UP. Dartford is the UK's longest-running
bellwether constituency (i.e. its result matches that of the
winning party), which has correctly predicted the election
outcome since 1964.
A NEW PEAK for global consumption. A report by the
Circle Economy think tank found that in 2017 (the latest
year for which data is available), humanity consumed
100.6 billion tonnes of material. Nearly half this total was
the sand, clay, gravel and cement used for building; coal,
oil and gas made up 15% and metal ores 10%; most of the
remainder were plants and trees used for food and fuel.
Since 1970, the materials consumed by humanity have
quadrupled, while the world’s population has only
doubled. Meanwhile, the proportion of materials being
recycled is actually falling, down from 9.1% in 2015 to
8.6% in 2017.
SCREEN TIME. Britons spent an average of 2.4 hours a
day on their mobiles last year, 15% more time than two
years ago. The global average was 3.7 hours, up 35%
since 2017.
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BRITAIN’S WORST, AND BEST HOTEL CHAINS. Britannia
Hotels has been ranked the worst hotel chain in the
country for the seventh consecutive year, with guests ten
times more likely to award it a poor rating for cleanliness
than any other hotel group. The consumer group Which?
surveyed more than 8,000 of its members about their
experiences of 40 hotel chains, asking them to rate
everything from bed comfort to value for money and the
quality of food and cleanliness. At the other end of the
scale, Wetherspoon Hotels ranked top for the first time sharing first place with Premier Inn, champion for the past
four years.
FINDING TRUE NORTH. For the first time in about 360
years, compasses at Greenwich are due to point true north
this month. Compass needles point to magnetic north, but
since the magnetic field changes all the time, the distance
between that direction and true north – known as
declination – also changes. For the past few hundred
years, all compass needles in the UK have pointed slightly
west of true north. But at some point this month, the two
norths will coincide in Greenwich for the first time since
the Royal Observatory was founded there.
BACK OF THE SOFA. A total of 145 million old £1 coins
are missing, since they ceased to be legal tender in
October 2017, a fraction of the 1.7 billion coins in
circulation. The round £1 coins can still be taken
deposited at the bank but are not accepted for payment in
shops. One in 30 of the older version was estimated to be
fake, according to the Royal Mint.
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Moor Pool Heritage Trust
Moor Pool Hall
We shut down in December for Christmas and of
course have remained closed during Tier 4 and the
National Lockdown. Our policies and procedures are
now well practiced so we should be able to re-open
quickly once allowed to. We know there is the
appetite amongst our regular hirers, we are keeping
slots open for them and we very much look forward to
the re-launch whenever we can. We also know that
the attendees at the various classes and events get so
much from the sessions.
We were delighted to welcome Barbara Nomikos back
after a year’s maternity leave in Birmingham. Barbara
will be working on a number of projects during the
lockdown. Rachel West likewise can’t wait to get
back to further our educational activities.
Regrettably we also had to close the Nettlefold Garden
having taken the appropriate advice. We will reopen
as soon as we can as this is such a valued breath of
fresh air on Moor Pool.
We received some great feedback on the Santa Sleigh
evening back in December. Thanks to all the
spectators for adhering to the then social distancing
rules. Let’s hope we can get back to normal next
Christmas.
Washroom and Disabled Ramp project
After understandable Covid delays, we have made
progress with the Council and appear close to agreeing
the planning. Hopefully not speaking too soon! Then
onto building Regulations, full cost estimates and fund
raising.
With the ongoing Covid situation, opportunities to
chat and raise issues with the Trust and Trustees are
not easy. But we are still very much here working
hard to keep this beautiful area as the founders over
100 years ago envisaged it. So if you have anything to
discuss please do get in touch; through our
website www.moorpoolheritagetrust.org.uk or with
any of us, email or phone.
Thank you for the support you provide to the Trust and
please stay safe and well,
Simon Stirling
Chair
simon56.stirling@gmail.com
07757 790539
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Supporting the Trust:
Fund Raising through on-line shopping

easyfundraising
Please remember to use easyfundraising every time
you shop online! Over 4,000 shops and sites will
donate, so you can raise FREE donations for us no
matter what you’re buying. These donations really
help us out, so please sign up if you haven’t yet. It’s
easy and FREE! You can get started at https://
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
moorpoolheritagetrust/?utm_campaign=raisemore&utm_content=en-n2

Amazon
You can no longer raise funds directly through
easyfundraising.org.uk when shopping at Amazon but
instead will be redirected to Amazon Smile where
you can select Moor Pool Heritage Trust as the
charity you wish to support. The direct link is
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1148252-0
If you then log in through smile.amazon.co.uk rather
than amazon.co.uk you will be automatically linked
to the charity you wish to support and 0.5% of any
purchases will be donated to the Trust.
You can, of course, continue to use easyfundraising
with other retailers. Our continuing thanks to those
helping to raise funds for the Trust in this way.
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Treasurer's Report to Moor Pool
Residents' Association 31/12/20
At last year's AGM, John Healey suggested moving the
year end from June to December to tie up more closely
with the AGM date. At the time, I said I would do
accounts to 30th June as well, to provide comparative
figures. However, a certain sneaky virus blew all the
usual activities out the water, so I have just produced
one set of accounts covering the 18 month period,
although I have included last year's figures as a
reminder of normal times.
Subscriptions have held up well, despite the lack of
meetings to encourage renewal. Advertising is about
the same, although covering an 18, not 12 month
period, as advertisers were given free slots while the
Duck was online only, but likewise printing costs (net
of the Trust contribution) have been reduced. The net
annual printing cost of the Duck at £820 is covered by
normal receipts from subscriptions and advertising, but
the association has little other income until we can
again resume coffee mornings.
Donations have been made for the retirement of Sal as
chairman and Sheila as caretaker, and for the memorial
tree for Patrick Everard on the Nettlefold Garden and to
top up the Poppy Appeal collection at the shop, but
these are more than covered by a couple of gifts from
residents. Donations at the carol concert last year
covered the cost of refreshments.
The Association still has £2430 in bank and cash
balances, so is in a good position to weather the current
situation which we all hope will soon be coming to an
end.
This report, together with the accounts are available to
download from the MRA web site at
www.moorpool.com. Follow the link on the first page.

And now for something
completely different...
Year 2020 was better than you think. For many, 2020 was
a disastrous year, but it wasn’t all bad. Here are several
achievements to celebrate.

Company
Our aim is to be as green as your garden
All aspects of garden maintenance/tree
surgery/landscaping/fencing/hedge
trimming/mowing/weeding/rotovating
ponds. All waste fully recycled.

 The ozone hole over Antarctica closed

Call Simon for a free quotation

 Germany is changing 62 military bases into nature
reserves

07928 677594

 Whales came back to the Atlantic Ocean after more
than 100 years
 Britain reported the smallest number of people that
became infected with HIV in history

or e-mail
greengardeningcompany193@gmail.com

 The vaccine against Covid-19 became the fastest
developed vaccine in history.
Sir David Attenborough
The Moor Pool Duck 7
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Discounted service available.
Enhanced CRB available
for your peace of mind.
duck@moorpool.com

Nettlefold Notes

Forgotten English

Seen Fri 20th Nov at about 10.30 – skeins of geese
totalling 6-700 flew over at about 500 feet. Some of the
V formations were more clumped than others (and
more noisy!) One perfect V (50 birds on each wing)
was silent and just getting on with it – flying south.
Two days later some 200 gulls in one flock went over,
going the same way. Do they know something we
don't??
Jan 6th. Hard frost. No wind. At about 8.30a.m. large
flakes of snow began to fall vertically. This rush hour
was so quiet because of lock down that one could hear
the flakes landing on the ground – until silence returned
with the snow falling on snow.

Dash-board
A board or leather apron placed on the fore part of a
chaise, or other vehicle, to prevent water, mud, etc., from
being thrown upon those in the vehicle by the horses.
William Whitney’s Century Dictionary, 1889

Expurgatory index
A book set forth by the Pope containing a catalogue of
those authors and writings which he has thought fit to
censure and forbid to be read by the priests.
Nathaniel Bailey’s Etymological English Dictionary 1749

Gobslotch
A greedy, clownish person … apt to gobble his food.
William Holloway’s Dictionary of Provincialisms 1838

Jan 18th The only 'up' side of another lock down is that
the grass, which has received a severe battering due to
very wet weather and much appreciation by children,
can have a much needed rest!

Culliage

One 'down' side is that, for the second year, no-one can
enjoy the snowdrops which are beginning to appear.

Horn-thumb

Dec 2020 It is reported that an iceberg drifting near
South Georgia was 4,200 sq km in area. It's probably a
bit smaller now – say 3500 sq km. (Comparison:
Birmingham is about 268 sq km.)
It may have seemed as though birds were singing more
loudly during lockdown, but in fact, it is likely they
were able to lower their volume as they have had far
less noise pollution to compete with. This will have
saved them precious energy, and may also have
boosted their chances of reproductive success. 'Wildlife' Winter 2020 (WTBBC)

An ancient custom in Scotland which gave a lord the liberty
of lying the first night with a vassal’s bride.
Thomas Dyche’s New General English Dictionary 1740
A thimble of horn worn on the thumb by cut-purses for
resisting the edge of a knife in cutting.
Walter Skeat’s Glossary of Tudor and Stuart Words 1914

Crop-lifting
Theft of a standing crop of grain.
T. Ellwood Zell’s Popular Encyclopaedia 1871

Stelliscript
That which is written in the stars. He who desires to learn
what good they preconfigure must read them from west to
east; but if he would be forewarned of evil, he must read
from north to south.
T. Lewis Davies’s Supplemental English Glossary 1881

Follow Nettlefold Gardens on Facebook and Twitter
for more updates: @NettlefoldGdn
www.moorpooltrust.com

Sudoku Solutions

Christmas Prize Crossword Answers:
Across; 1) Cabman; 5) Raises; 9) Liverpool Street; 10) Hatter; 11) Bus stop; 12) Continue; 14) Shoddy; 15) Sphere; 18) To and Fro; 21)
Motor Car; 22) Cinema; 24) Heathrow Central; 25) Danish; 26) Aspect
Down: 1) Chicago; 2) Bleat; 3) Aspirin; 5) Assists; 6) Stratford; 7) Steeped; 8) Cobble; 13) The top ten; 16) Proceed; 17) Encores; 18)
Thrown; 19) Archers; 20) Rampart; 23) Nitre

Answers to February 2021 Crossword

Across; 1) Blackcap; 5) Stye; 9) Red Kite; 10) See 24 11) Trot; 12) Anagram; 14) & 16) Yellow Hammer; 19) Sparrow; 21) Dire; 24) and 10) Green
Finch; 25) Decibel; 26) See 23 down; 27) Estrange;
Down: 1) Bird; 2) Adder: 3) Knit Two; 4) Arenas; 6) Tantrum; 7) Ephemera; 8) Offa; 13) Eyesight; 15) Leanest; 17) Adducer; 18) Swedes; 20) Rant;
22) Robin; 23) & 26 Blue Tits

The cost of the Moor Pool Duck is supported by our advertisers. If you use their services, please mention us.
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John Sutton Nettlefold
1866-1930
John Sutton Nettlefold became a key figure in the history
of public housing in Birmingham. Born in London, he
later moved to Birmingham, where his father forged close
business links with the Chamberlain family, John
eventually marrying Arthur Chamberlain’s eldest daughter
and making a successful career in local business. In 1898
he entered the Council as representative of Edgbaston and
Harborne Ward, which he served until 1911. His expertise
lay in the field of public housing, and he was appointed
Chairman of the new Housing Committee in 1901. He also
became a member of the Garden City Association, with
enlightened privately-sponsored schemes such as
Letchworth Garden City and Bournville Village providing
an alternative to both the back-to-backs.
As chairman of the Housing Committee, Nettlefold took a
stance against wholesale slum clearance and municipal
house building. Instead, his policy was to re-condition
back courts by demolishing the two buildings on either
side of a court entrance to allow more air and light to
penetrate. These came to be called "Nettlefold Courts".
This policy of limited rehabilitation did produce some
beneficial results and repaired unsanitary houses in the
city centre. At the same time, Nettlefold advocated the
introduction of a German-style town extension plan from
his own experience from visits to German towns. In the
report to the city council in 1906, Nettlefold proposed
town planning and municipal land purchase in the suburbs
to prevent the creation of future slums, and the city
council approved his motion for a national legislation. It
was Nettlefold who popularised the term ‘town planning’
in Britain. Thus Nettlefold, in collaboration with the
garden city movement, played a unique role in the British
town planning movement until the enactment of the
Housing and Town Planning Act, 1909
Nettlefold stated that local authorities should preemptively plan working class suburbs, setting standards
for housing density, street width, green spaces, and before
transport infrastructure drove up land prices and opened
the land to speculative builders. This would allow
enlightened developers to build better housing more
cheaply in congenial, semi-rural surroundings for
Birmingham’s working-classes. The convergence of
philanthropic private interests and public planners was
enshrined in the 1909 Act, which allowed local authorities
to submit Town Planning Schemes for parliamentary
approval, and one of Birmingham’s first was approved for
the south-western fringes of the city four years later.

Kipsters Homemade
Biscuits
Just for Dogs

Kipsters Homemade Biscuits is a family run business which began
when our French Bulldog puppy Costa came into our lives. We
then began to look at food, ingredients and treats that
would provide him with the best nutrients and goodness to allow
him to continue with his busy life as a puppy. As a keen baker I
decided to bake him some biscuits that contained no additives
or preservatives and from that day forward Kipsters was born.

Order online at: www.kipsters.co.uk

Nettlefold wrote a number of publications included Slum
Reform and Town Planning (1906) and Practical Housing
(1908).
For more information visit
www.moorpoolgardensuburb.co.uk
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Street Watch: Safety & Security Update
 Email phishing/phone scams: Cybercrime is on the

Safety and Security Update

increase and scams include texts, automated calls and
emails offering NHS home test kits, National
Insurance number compromises, as well as Inland
Revenue messages claiming you have made a
fraudulent tax return are doing the rounds. Whatever
message you have, please don’t click on any links or
dial numbers that require you giving out bank details
or be put through to a call centre. Please report
suspicious activity to Action Fraud
www.actionfraud.police.uk

I hope you are all keeping safe and well during these
extraordinary times. I am your Neighbourhood Watch rep
and Street Watch coordinator for Moor Pool Estate. I’m
sorry I haven’t been able to see you recently but due to virus
restrictions, I am unable to hold the usual crime prevention
popups at the Hall.
Connecting through technology – We previously set up a
number of road safety groups using WhatsApp and this has
helped many residents stay connected via mobile phone
during lockdown, sharing vital safety messaging from the
police and NHS as well as road specific alerts and giving
residents opportunity to share important information with
each other. WhatsApp is encrypted and the app is supported
by the police as a secure way to communicate with
neighbours. We are setting up groups on Ravenhurst Road
and North Gate soon to join existing groups across Moor
Pool Estate. If you would like to join your road group,
please email me moorpoolNHW@gmail.com and I will be
happy to add you or answer any questions you have. Other
groups managed by Street Watch members are also set up on
Wentworth, Crosbie, Gillhurst, Pereira, Knightlow and
Ellesboro and in all these total 14 groups with over 350
households - a vital lifeline for many during this last year.
Darker Nights – Positive news is we have seen a reduction
in crime during the lockdown periods but here’s a reminder
of the main issues we see across Harborne and how to
improve your security: Burglaries: Although most people are living and working

from home, some homes are being left in total darkness
for long periods. Please try to leave lights on when you are
out at night. Consider adding timer switches to lamp
sockets or buy web enabled light bulbs like Hive
technology that can be switched on/off using an app. We
also see thieves using the lock snapping method to break
in through conservatory, uPVC, composite and French
doors, particularly those with 1 and 2-star rated barrels.
Check what type of barrel you have and consider
upgrading to a euro cylinder 3-star (SS312 Diamond
approved) cylinder anti snap lock. Read more here:
www.locksmiths.co.uk
 Car thefts: There have been a number of thefts of vehicles

while engines have been left running and unattended.
Please stay with your car at all times especially when
defrosting during the cold weather. A courier recently had
his vehicle taken from the estate when leaving his engine
running whilst delivering parcels so it can happen to
anyone.
 Theft from car: The most common mistake is leaving car

doors open overnight with valuables visible inside.
Opportunists will check door handles so please remember
to remove valuables, check your key fob has worked and
your vehicles are locked.
 Unwanted callers: Ring technology is a great way to see

who’s at your door without having to answer the door.
Ring sell doorbell cameras and spotlights with cameras
which are easily installed and send images to an app
viewable on your mobile. See more here www.ring.com
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 Feeling safe at home: if you feel frightened by the

person you live with, you are allowed to leave your
home. Local refuges are open and are taking people in.
Contact the police on Live Chat or 101 where
specially trained officers can provide you with support
and keep you safe.
Street Watch - Moor Pool Street Watch is a community
led scheme run by 26 volunteers who are trained by the
police to help prevent crime and anti-social behaviour.
We give a minimum of two hours a month to provide
high visibility patrols around Moor Pool and wider
Harborne, connecting with fellow volunteers in schemes
across wider Harborne. There are nearly 5,000 volunteers
across West Midlands Policing area between the ages of
18 and 80 meeting new people, getting exercise and
helping build community spirit. This has also given us
the change to meet West Midlands Police Chief
Constable Dave Thompson, West Midlands Deputy
Police & Crime Commissioner Waheed Saleem and our
MP Preet Gill to discuss issues that affect our
neighbourhood. I have thoroughly enjoyed spending time
with all our volunteers over the past two years and made
some very good friends. We were able to continue Street
Watch in between lockdowns so you may have seen us
out doing reassurance patrols in high vis jackets,
however, we are currently stood down until lockdown
lifts. If you would like more information or wish to join
once lockdown lifts, please email Street Watch Force
Lead PCSO Sam O’Dell on streetwatch@westmidlands.pnn.police.uk
Police Update and Changes to Service - Although we
are in our third lockdown, West Midlands Police want to
reassure you that they’re still here to protect you and
keep you safe. Thank you for working with them during
these difficult times. It is really important we all help to
keep their emergency 999 phone lines free to help those
most in need, so please visit www.westmidlands.police.uk and find alternative ways to report
non-emergencies: Search for advice on a range of issues
 Report crime such as theft, criminal damage or

burglary
 Speak to us on Live Chat between 8am and midnight
 Report potential COVID-19 breaches

Sarah signing off
Sarah Hanson

www.moorpool.com

duck@moorpool.com

James Ernest
Optometry
Harborne’s best kept secret
Exclusive Eye wear from only £79.00
Our Services
Comprehensive eye examination
Contact lens specialist

0121 448 6606

Dry eye clinics

jeoptometry@gmail.com

Evening Appointments

www.jamesernestoptometry.com

Spectacle re-glazing service

26 The Circle,

NHS Patients also welcome

Harborne,

in a ‘no pressure’ environment

Birmingham B17 9DY

ENTERPRISE WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES
LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS CLEANING WINDOWS ON THE
MOORPOOL ESTATE FOR OVER 20 YEARS


Internal & External, Velux and difficult windows



Gutters cleaned



UPVC cleaned



Conservatory roofs



Patios, driveways and decking cleaned



Fully insured

Contact details:
Steve Brain
9 West Pathway
Harborne
Tel: 07961163305 / 0121 247 6696
email: stephen.brain63@sky.com
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February

1

2

3

4

5

C R O S S W O R D
by Artemonas

Across
1)

1 down worn when passing death sentence (8)

5)

Originally something troubling your eye? (4)

9)

I’d trek to the east to see this 1 down (3,4)

10) See 24 across

9

10

11

12

13
14

15

16

17

18

12) How a Belgian became a Bengali (7)
19

20

21

22

19) 1 down Spanish weapon? (7)
21) Dreadful, dreadful ride (4)

7

8

11) Left winger sets a brisk pace (4)
14) & 16) Scared, thrash this 1 down (6,6)

6

23
24

25

24) & 10) Her fencing is knocked down by 1 down (5,5)
25) Noise level of the bed lice? (7)
26

26) See 23 down

27

27) Alienate Edward – that’s odd (8)

Down
1)

Flier in prison? (4)

2)

Summer reptile? (5)

3)

Might know a 26 in the pattern (4,3)

4)

As ‘e ran round the sports grounds (6)

6)

Turn mat around to fit (7)

7)

Mere heap around bits and pieces (8)

8)

Not leg on a dyke (4)

Sudoku

13) Army command loses Ron but still has means to
see (8)
15) Very thin ale sent to be changed (7)
17) Cure dad by giving examples (7)
18) European vegetables (6)
20) Wild talk from Russian worker (4)

Crossword (including Christmas Prize
Crossword) and Sudoku solutions on page 8.

22) 1 down’s hood? (5)
23) & 26) Suit belt is twisted for 1 down (4,4)

Membership of Moor Pool Residents’ Association
I/We wish to join the Moor Pool Residents’ Association

Name
Address
Postcode

Phone

e-mail
The annual subscription of £5 per household can be paid by cash or cheque (payable to Moor Pool Residents' Association) delivered to
the membership secretary, Maureen Mauser at 56 Carless Avenue together with this form. You can also pay by standing order (form
downloadable from www.moorpool.com) or through online banking to: Moor Pool Residents' Association, sort code 30-19-14, account
number 03808193. Please also return this slip for our records. All personal data is held in compliance with GDPR.
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Reference if paying by
electronic transfer:

duck@moorpool.com

